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                                        Expanding Horizons 
 

For Your Diary  
 
  
 Mon 25 Oct  Labour Day (School Closed) 
  
 Mon 1 – Fri 5 Nov  Book Week 
 Fri 5 Nov    Book Day Dress Up Day 
 Fri 12 Nov  Year 6 children to Visit Nelson Intermediate 
 Mon 15 Nov  Room 9 to Whenua Iti 
 Tues 16 Nov  Room 15 to Whenua Iti 
 Wed 17 Nov   Room 8 to Whenua Iti 
 Fri 19 Nov  Teacher Only Day (School Closed) 
 
 Tues 14 Dec  Year 6 Leavers Assembly 
 Wed 15 Dec  Last School Day for 2021.  School closes at 12 noon. 
 

Kia ora koutou, 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki te kura o Clifton Terrace.  Welcome to Week 1 at Clifton Terrace School for Term 4.  I am struggling 
with the fact that we are hurtling through October.  One of the children told me on Monday that they were excited as there 
are only 10 Monday’s until Christmas.  Of course, now there are only 9!!!!! 
 
Covid 19 Difficulties And Why We Need To Be Careful at School 
School has in my life time, never been like it.  Schools are a place where children have opportunity, experiences, friends, 
challenges, learning etc.  They are a place where there are no limits and where anyone can expand their horizons.  But 
things have changed.  Today I saw an email that showed great disappointment that an activity had been cancelled later this 
term.  It had been cancelled due to the uncertainty that affects all our lives currently – Covid 19.  There was a comment in 
the email that suggested that we as a school were using Covid 19 as a reason not to do things.  I was somewhat perplexed 
by this as it suggested that we would rather not do the things that we really enjoy doing.  Taking a camp is one of the 
highlights of my teaching career.  My wife used to get sick of me (I think it was actually jealousy) after a camp going on 
about the wonderful things that all those who were on camp had enjoyed and the fun that we had.  There is nothing quite 
like seeing a group of kids enjoying the opportunity to excel.  There is also nothing that I enjoyed more than seeing the 
hard work and organisation that needs to be done prior coming to fruition for our children.   
But as I say, school in my life time has never been quite like it.  Covid has had a major impact upon all our lives and has 
meant that we need to be careful.  When we take a trip, there are certain health expectations from Ministry of Health that 
we must adhere to.  There are group numbers to consider, people mixing across bubbles, other people to consider etc etc.  
Having a camp that involves a large number of parents mixing across the group of children is not OK.  That is why we are 
currently keeping parents outside of school as much as possible.  We can’t go on trips to old people’s homes as we had 
planned because of the risk.  We couldn’t go on the ski trip as we couldn’t adhere to the numbers imposed upon the ski 
field for 3 classes to go together and there were no other dates.  We can’t have the Scholastic Book Fair because we can’t 
have parents on the property. 
I’m sorry if some people think we’re going over the top but as I said to someone earlier this week, first and foremost is the 
safety of everyone on site here at school.  I feel like it’s a no win.  I’m pretty sure that I’d be getting complaints if we were 
negligent and let our children get Covid. 
I understand that decisions made are sometimes disappointing.  They are for us as staff too.  However, please respect the 
fact that a lot of thought goes into these.  It is not because we can’t be bothered! 
 
Our New Hard Court 
Finally, it is finished!  I have to say I am pretty chuffed with the finished product and love the feedback from the kids!  The 
beauty of this new space will be when we have a wet day and we can’t get on the field.  Having a bit more space to play is 
going to be great. 
But, what about the old court?  What is going to happen with that?  Well, at the moment it’s a new carpark and safe area 
for the builders working at school.  However, at the end of this work, we want to create an outdoor learning space that will 
have different areas/spaces for different things to occur i.e. band concerts, quiet reading, spaces to relax, sharing work etc. 
etc.  The quiz night that we held earlier this year raised $15,000 toward this project.  This is another exciting project and I 
look forward to when this is finished.  However, it is something that the MOE won’t fund so we have some more fundraising 
to do yet. 
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What’s That Huge White Tent? 
Is the circus coming to school?  Are we going to add another 
storey on to Room 1?  The children have been intrigued as the 
builders and scaffolders have ripped into Rooms 1 and 2 and 
then built a massive tent structure!  Rooms 1 and 2 are being 
renovated and we’re holding our breath to see what happens 
next.  It’s going to be exciting but it won’t be finished until 
toward the end of next March so be patient and all will be 
revealed. 

 
Book Week 1 - 5 November. 
Each year we hold book week to celebrate books and 
promote the joys of reading. This year is no different, the 
first week of November is Book Week, during the week there 
will be extra fun based book activities in the library 
culminating in book dress up day on Friday 5th November. 
There will be book prizes for the different activities and 
events.  
Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions we are unable to run the Scholastic Book Fair but instead we encourage you to 
make a book order from the catalogue sent out this week and closing at the end of Book Week (orders will be placed on the 
next three Fridays to ensure quick return). Every 
book ordered from the catalogue earns book 
dollars for the library, so you support the library 
and increase your home collection. 
We encourage you to celebrate at home during 
book week and will have some ideas for home 
book fun during the week.  
Have fun and read on!!!! 
 
 
 
What’s Been Happening on The Terrace? 
 
 
Room 13 Uses Music to Inspire Their Art … 
As part of Room 13’s music, we were learning 
about pitch. During one of our lessons we 
listened to some music with lots of dynamic pitch. 
We listened to it with our eyes closed. Then we 
created a piece of art showing the place this 
music took us while we listened to it. Check it 
out! 
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Poetry from Room 12 … 
This poem was written by children in Room 12 with a parent-help in response to reading a similar poem;  

I like my kitten 
But I don’t like his pounces. 
I like my puppies 
But I don’t like their bounces. 
 I like my Dad 
But I don’t like his jokes. 
 I like my Grandad 
But I don’t like his pokes. 
 I like my chickens 
But I don’t like their noise. 
 I like babies 
But I don’t like their toys. 
By Amelie, Emma, Klara and Harriet. (Room 12) 
 
And Pharaohs in Room 8 … 

 

 
 
Teacher Only Day Fri 19 Nov. 
Just a reminder that Fri 19 Nov is a teacher on;y day and the school will be closed. 
 
Remember the door is ‘nearly’ always open for a chat!   
 

 
   
 
 
              
 

After learning lots of things
about Egypt, Room 8 turned
themselves into Pharaohs!
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