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Expanding Horizons 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 3, 2020 
 Fri 28 Aug  School Assembly 
 Tues 8 Sep  Interschool Winter Sports Day 
     Home and School Meeting (7pm Staffroom) 
 Fri 11 Sep  School Assembly 
 Tues 15 Sep  Rippa Rugby Finals 
     Y3/4 Hockey 
 Wed 16 Sep  Rugby Finals (Postponement) 
     Y3/4 Hockey (Postponement) 
     Rainbow School Ski Champs 
 Thurs 17 Sep  Open Classes 
  Tue 22 Sep  Year 5/6 Hockey 
     Year 5/6 Hockey (Postponement) 
  
 Fri 23 Oct  Teacher Only Day (School closed) 
 Mon 26 Oct  Labour Day Observance (School Closed) 

Kia ora koutou, 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki te kura o Clifton Terrace. Welcome to our second newsletter for the start of Term 3.  I can’t believe we 
are now over half way through the term.   
Once again the term has been filled with a busyness but a different busyness than perhaps in past years.  The Covid-19 
situation impacts upon us all greatly, creating an uncertainty in all our lives.  I hope that things for you and your family and 
whanau are ok.  I know for some of you life has had to take a slight or in some cases major change in direction and I want 
you to know that we are here if you need to talk or feel that that we can help in some way. 
One aspect that I think we can all identify with is that of anxiety.  We have noticed higher levels of anxiety at school.  There 
are people that you can talk to remember.  Your G.P. is a great place to start as they will have links to those people who will 
be able to point you in the right direction.  Those of you who have been through Headstart will also remember meeting the 
Public Health Nurse.  She will be able to also point you in a particular direction if you have any questions. 
There are also many agencies and groups locally who will be able to listen.  There is a list of these below which might be 
useful. 
 

 26 August, 2020 
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Challenges, Risk Taking and The Jewel In The Crown 
Recently, I was in the playground where I was watching some calculated risk taking.  As I stood there watching in awe of 
these kids and what they can do on their scooters, I thought about something I wrote about in my sabbatical report last year; 

Some of my best memories as a child are those that stem from the things I did with friends while riding 
our bikes.  We rode for hours up and down the street where we lived, doing tricks on our bikes, jumping 
over each other and daring each other to go one better!  We talked constantly about how clever we were 
and how we were going to “out do” the other.  We constantly broke our bikes doing crazy things and 
sometimes ourselves.  We learned to fix them and learned what our limits were.    
Why is this such a great memory?  Because it was real.  We didn’t talk about doing it, we did 
it.  Sometimes we theorised about what we could do and talked about what might happen.  However, we 
always put it to the test and sometimes with amazing results that surprised us and spurred us on to 
greater things!  Sometimes not so much! However, if we were being observed I believe we would have 
shown increases in communication, confidence, patience, perseverance, calculated risk taking, and 
resilience among other things. 

 
As I watched the kids today, I asked myself, is what they are doing a risk and is it ok?  The answer is yes it is a risk but it is a 
managed risk that is enabling them to expand their horizons through learning about limits whilst doing something that they 
love.  I have no doubt there will be small scrapes and the odd bump as they have a fail along the way but that is how we 
learn. 
The other thing I thought of was the mentoring that was occurring.  In this group of approximately 25 children, there were 
both girls and boys and a range of ages (5 – 11).  Everyone was learning from each other and the encouragement couldn’t 
have been more impressive.  The learning happening was fantastic.  Who would have thought that a few wooden ramps 
would have been the thing that brought so many individuals together. 
When I talk to either new parents as I show them around school or to the Board of Trustees, I talk about the jewel in the 
crown being our grounds and the fact that we have a lot of green space and the bank that encourages children to experience 
those things that children should as kids enjoy and learn from.  We are fortunate to have these grounds and it is important 
that in years to come that the ‘jewel’ doesn’t become eroded with the erection of buildings and that any changes that are 
made are to benefit and enhance what we already have. 
At a recent Board of Trustees meeting, we talked about our school vision and what it is that we as a Board bring to this 
vision that will enhance it in the long term.  The feedback was very similar from us all.  We brought enthusiasm to support 
community and help provide a central place that people in Atawhai could congregate in.  There was a passion from all 
members to provide the best opportunities we can and not sit on our laurels, to develop a curious mindset and a love for the 
environment that is celebrated through our school setting and of course providing the best opportunities to learn so that we 
have high levels of attainment in whatever we do. 
So in summary, I am proud that we have a wonderful school that supports learning in a variety of different ways.  I’m thrilled 
that we have a Board of Trustees that is committed to looking at how we can improve things to make things even better and 
a staff that is fully committed to ensuring that we deliver an exciting and diverse curriculum to our children in ways that are in 
line with relevant theory and practices to support our learners.  All that and in a beautiful environment. 
 
So What Has Been Happening? 
Since my last newsletter, there have been many things happening on The 
Terrace.  Earlier this term we had the school cross country which was such a 
fantastic event.  The highlight for me on that particular day was the enthusiasm 
from all the children to get out there and give it their best.  Although our children 
always give it a go, this year was really special and it showed in the faces of the 
children as they crossed the line.  Cross country is definitely not everyone’s 
strength but everyone gave it their all.  I was so impressed. 

I was also impressed with our children who were chosen to attend the Interschool 
event.  On a cold day at Branford Park, the Nelson primary schools met and 
competed on a track that was long and hard.  They certainly gave it their all and 
we gained excellent results.  The children ran for individual merit but also as part 
of a team. Clifton Terrace placed 1st team in Yr 5 boys and also in Yr 6 boys. The 
Yr 6 girls placed 3rd. Special mention needs to go our top 10 finishers…. 

• Hannah 3rd 
• Oliver 1st 
• Carter 6th 
• Ben 7th 
• Sho 9th 
• Jaya 8th 
• Arlo 1st 
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• Lochy 6th 
• Alex 7th 

The Chess Tournament held here at CTS earlier this term was also well attended by children from around Nelson and as far 
away as Mapua.  Our children competed beautifully and I was proud of the way our children welcomed other children from 
other schools.  They then competed fiercely.  We had an outstanding performance with both our Rookie and Junior teams 
placing first overall. Our top rookies were Preston Warren and Zac McCall who placed 1st and 3rd respectively and Troy 
Kelso who came 1st in the Junior Division.  
We are super excited as this result has secured us a place at the National Finals Tournament in October. 
 
In my last newsletter I mentioned Clubs.  These are for the Year 5 and 6 students and have been going really well.  On a 
Monday morning the children have a range of different “Clubs” they could join involving dance, Nelson Walkways, model 
boat making, sketching, coding, ukulele, board games etc.  I have had the pleasure of working with 10 young men working to 
build balsa boats.  Hopefully they’ve learned some skills along the way and I’m really looking forward to seeing the end 
product on Monday 21 September as they race them in the pool.  I’m hoping there will be no submarines! 
 
And of course there is Fun Day Thursday that has been happening over the year.  For those of you who don’t know, we have 
3 specialised teachers Heather (art), Fiona (music) and Mr Science who are working with different classes to provide further 
inspiration for our children.  These are working really well and I’m sure you will have heard or seen the outcomes of these 
sessions. 
 
Of course, there are a whole lot of other activities which happen on a daily basis for our kids as they expand their horizons.  
It really is special to see our children growing in such a supportive and nurturing environment. 
 
Fine Art Works From Room 15 
Room 15 have been exploring art by the French artist Monet. They practised applying several colours onto our paper without 
mixing them first. They also looked at perspective. 
Lovely work kids.  
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Room 3 Happenings 
Room 3 has been busy lately with lots of exciting things.  Here 
they are having fun scootering and making fabric teddy bears.  
Thanks Donna for helping the kids! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alliteration From Room 12 
Room 12 have been looking at alliteration in their writing. 

• The dog dug deeply in the drifting dirt. By Talia. 
• The fabulous fox fought fiercely. By Aurora. 
• The jaguar juggled Jojo’s juice in the juggly jungle. By Asher. 
• The observant otter goes over obstacles to the ocean. By Keeley. 
• The sleepy, silent sloth saw a sausage and sneakily stole it. By Nicky 
 

Home and School Needs You 
For those of you who are unsure about who Home and School is, they are our fundraising 
committee who support the school to ensure we are able to provide many of the extras that 
we may not have been able to provide because of budgetary constraints.  This year due to 
Covid-19 they decided to put aside any fundraising ideas as they did not feel it was 
appropriate at this time when some people were struggling. 
However, the group would like to meet on TUESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER at 7pm to meet new 
members and discuss where to next.  We would love to see you at the meeting.  This is a 
chance to come along and see how we can all work together for both our community and 
school. 
 
Open Classrooms Wed 25 September 5 – 6.30pm 
Open classes are Wednesday 25 September from 5 – 6.30pm. This is an opportunity for your child to take you to their 
classroom to tell and show you what they have been learning about.  Please do take the opportunity to come, as it shows to 
your child that you value their learning and that their learning is important to you.  It is not an evening to have an interview 
with a teacher.  However, you are always welcome to organise a time with them if required.  We look forward to seeing you 
there.   
 
Teacher Only Day Friday 23 October 
Under the Primary Teachers’ Collective Agreement, schools are able to take Teacher Only Days to support their learning 
around the curriculum.  Clifton Terrace staff will be using one of these allocated days on Friday 23 October.  We have 
chosen this day as it will allow parents to incorporate this day with Labour Day which is the following Monday. 
The school will be closed to students on this day. 
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2021 Class Placements 
At the start of next term, we will begin organising the classes for 2021.  Occasionally, there are reasons for   certain children 
not to be placed   together i.e. siblings, the need for a  male role model etc. This is not an opportunity to request a teacher 
and  should not be used as such. However, should you have a  particular thought, please put this in writing and send them to 
me by Friday 25 September and these will be taken into consideration when completing class organisation. Thanks. 
 
What Other People Say About Our Kids and School 
I just thought I’d let you know that we get some really lovely feedback about our children here at school.  Whether it be on a 
class trip, sporting outing, or whilst we have outside groups or individuals working with our children the comments are always 
very positive about their enthusiasm, manners etc.  They also talk about their inclusiveness and this has been brought home 
to me twice in the last couple of weeks.  The first was when I was showing a family around and children came to say hello to 
the new child and to introduce themselves.  The parents made special mention of this kindness.  The second was after Prue 
had shown a new family around and I received this email; 

I was really encouraged by my visit to the school and with interactions with the staff and students that Clifton 
Terrace is a special place.  I can tell how student-centred Clifton Terrace is from how your colleagues spoke 
to my two children, giving them time and their own voice. 

 
I am very proud of what we have here and the work that we do as a school and of course what you do as parents and 
caregivers in our community. 
 
Absence From School 
This year has been one where absences are high for obvious reasons.  We appreciate that you are keeping children home 
when they are showing signs of illness.  Just a reminder that you can let us know through the following ways that your 
child(ren) is going to be away: 

• Phone:   5450532 
• Fax:       5450148 
• Email:    office@cliftontce.school.nz 
• Text:      027 516 3989 
• A note to the teacher with another student. 
• School Stream 

PLEASE ALSO STATE THE REASON FOR THE ABSENCE. 
  
Nits/Headlice 
The dreaded beasties are back!  Unfortunately, nits are just a part of life.  However, if we all take a proactive stance with the 
wee beasties we can break the cycle but it does take everyone!  If you do find that nits have moved in to a head near you, 
there are some things you need to do: 

• Shampoo with a headlice shampoo of your choice, 
• Comb, comb, comb every day for a week with a fine tooth comb! 
• Re shampoo as per the instructions on the shampoo bottle. 
• Brush hair daily to stop the wee beasties getting attached in the future. 
• Regular weekly checks of everyone in the house. 
• Tie back long hair. 
• Don’t share brushes, combs, hair ties or hats. 

Good luck! 
 
Welcome Jane 
This week we have started our third new entrant class.  I would like to welcome Jane Lee back to CTS to take on this 
teaching role.  Thanks Jane and welcome. 
 
 
Have a great week.  Stay safe and remember the door is ‘nearly’ always open for a chat!  
 

 



Clifton	Terrace	School	Phone:	5450532		Web	address:	www.cliftontce.school.nz	
	

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here at Nurture@Home we have over ten years experience in the home based sector and require 
more Educators to meet our family demand. We are passionate about supporting our Educators and 
would love to hear from you if you are interested in a career working with preschool children, and are 
ready to join a supportive heart-led team who love what they do. We currently have an Atawhai family 
looking for care for 5 mornings per week for their infant. Please call Janelle on 027 284 6630.	
Janelle Johnson Gardiner	
Nurture@Home Team Leader	
027 284 6630	
www.nurtureathome.co.nz	

 

READING CATCH UP 

I am offering 4 or 8 week 

programmes to boost skills and 

confidence in young readers. 
Free diagnostic test prior to enrolment. 

Contact me now to find out how I can help your 

child.  Fully qualified Early Years Literacy Specialist. 
Testimonials on request. 
Call Elaine on 548 0994 

email readingnelson@gmail.com 
Limited places available 

0273155079
stixonskinz@gmail.com 

bookabandnelson.co.nz
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Andreas Vitz - Music Teacher

All levels & ages
Reasonable rates 

Professional music studio 
Parents welcome to stay

DRUM & BASS GUITAR 
LESSONS WITH...


