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                                                  Expanding Horizons 

 
For Your Diary 

 
Term 1, 2021 

 
 Fri 19 Feb  School Rabbit Island Bonding Day 
 Mon 22 Feb  Senior Syndicate Swimming Sports 
 Tue 23 Feb  Board of Trustees Meeting (5.30 Staffroom) 
 Fri 26 Feb   School Tryathlon 
  
 Mon 1 – Fri 5 Mar Senior Orientation week   
 Wed 10 Mar  Middle School Swimming Sports 11am 

start 
 Thurs 11 Mar  Inter-school Swim Competition (12 noon – 2.55pm) 
 Sun 14 Mar  Weetbix Tryathlon 
 Mon 15 Mar  Room 8 to The Suter Gallery 
 Tue 16 Mar    Inter-school Swim Competition (Postponement) 
 Wed 17 Mar  Parent/Teacher Interviews (Day 1) School closes at 1pm. 
 Thurs 18 Mar  Parent/Teacher Interviews (Day 2) 
 Fri 19 Mar  Mufti Day Raising Funds for Brain Injury Trust 
  
 Fri 2 April  Easter Friday (School Closed) 
 Mon 5 April  Easter Monday (School Closed) 
 Tue 6 Apr  Easter Tuesday (School Closed) 
 Wed 7 Apr  Rooms 9, 12 and 15 to Suter Gallery 
 Fri 16 April  Last Day of Term 1 
 

 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki te kura o Clifton Terrace.  Welcome to week 3.  
 
Please check the diary above.  My apologies regarding the changed dates in the newsletter from Week 1. Hopefully I have 
all the changes and correct dates now! 
 
What a stunning start to the year we have had.  The kids have just been brilliant.  Thanks for all the great work you as 
parents and whanau have done getting them ready for the year.  It is really appreciated.  I feel so lucky to be at this 
wonderful school.  
 

 

 
 

 17 Feb, 2021 

Room 6 has made a stunning start to the year! 
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Last week was the first day of Funday Thursday and Art Classes were filled with 
drawing, gluing and painting.  The focus was on ‘Lines’ and Junior classes looked 
at Diagonal, Horizontal and Vertical, all with the assistance of “Larry the Line 
Snake’.    There was a story about Heather, a snake and a toilet (you have to 
actually be in class to hear that one) and everyone got to take home their 3D line 
creation, or their Modern Portrait line Painting. 

 
Our New Clifton Terrace Values Poster 
Thanks for all the positive comments regarding our new Values poster.  We have made a small change to one of the 
symbols and have added  sign language representations as well to ensure we have all 3 official languages in New Zealand 
catered for.  I’m really thrilled with the result. 
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Whanau Evening and Your Connection With School.  Don’t Be a Stranger! 
Thanks to all those who were able to come to the Whanau/Meet The Teacher Evening last Thursday night.  I hope you found 
it useful and that you were able to meet your child’s teacher and find out what will be happening over the year.  I enjoyed 
seeing and talking to people at the BBQ. 
I know sometimes it’s not that easy to get into school because of work and life in general but please remember that you are 
always welcome.  The education of your child is a collaborative job where all the parts of the machine, children, 
parents/whanau and staff, need to come together.  You are an essential part of the machine.  So please don’t be a stranger.  
Come in and see what’s happening as often as you can.  We’d love to see you. 
 
Reporting to You About Your Child 
One of the ways that we communicate with you is through SeeSaw.  We hope that SeeSaw gives you a window into the 
school with regular posts about what your child is doing.  After talking to people last year there were some concerns that 
SeeSaw posts weren’t as useful as they could be because of them showing groups of children with little or no explanation of 
what was happening and what the learning was that was occuring.  I have asked staff to be more precise about the posts 
therefore identifying educational outcomes.  Fewer posts, better executed are going to be much more effective! 
During the year, there will be opportunities for formal reporting.  We will have parent/teacher interviews on Wed 17 and 
Thurs 18 March (see below regarding making bookings).  There will also be formal reports sent home twice during the year.  
The timing for these will be June and December.  I will provide more information regarding these closer to the time. 
Can I reiterate though, that although formal reporting is at specific times, teachers will get hold of you if they are concerned 
about things at school.  Can I ask that you do the same and share any issues that you have for your child at school with your 
child’s teacher.  It’s much easier to deal with something early on than trying to deal with something further down the track. 
 
Parent/Teacher Conversations Bookings Open Now!  
Parent/teacher conversations are coming up on Wednesday 17 Mar and Thurs 18 Mar.  Each interview will be 15 minutes in 
length.  To cater for the longer interview times, we will be finishing school on Wed 17 Mar at 1.00pm so that interviews can 
begin at 1.30pm.  School on Thursday will finish at the normal time of 2.55. 
As school will finish at 1.00 on WEDNESDAY, it would be helpful if students could go home at that time.  However, if this is 
not possible, some staff will be available to ensure children are safe and catered for here at school.  Please complete the 
form at the end of this newsletter to indicate whether your child(ren) will be going home or staying at school and return to 
your teacher. 
Please book a time on the following website www.schoolinterviews.co.nz  When booking, you will need the event code 
which is nq9eg.  These interviews are important and I do urge you to organize a time as soon as possible.   
 
Questions From Parents.  No Question Is a Silly Question! 
No question is a silly question.  They are just questions to things we don’t know the answer to yet!   
At school there are things that we do that you might question.  That is a good thing!  We run our transition to school 
programme, Headstart, for that very reason so that we can answer questions.  Schools are not run the way they were and 
learning happens in different ways.  Things change and we are constantly adapting. 
Two questions that have come up recently are; 

1. Why do teachers keep their class groups?  There are very good reasons for this.  Meeting someone new and 
developing rapport with them takes time.  New processes in the classroom take time to implement.  Building a 
working team takes time.  It therefore makes sense to remove as much of the opportunity for wasted learning time.  
For instance, at the start of the year a teacher who has a whole new set of children to work with needs to build 
rapport.  This takes considerable work and time.  A class of children who is already known to the teacher and him or 
her to them means that teaching and learning can start almost immediately.  It means that classroom processes are 
known and can be used to structure teaching and learning and it means that the “team” can get stuff done!  What 
about where half a class is new I hear you ask?  It’s possibly not quite as efficient but it means that the half class 
who is not new can help the teaching and lead the way.   

2. Why not place classrooms of similar aged children together?  An aspect of CTS that we value is the supportive 
community.  This translates to our children obviously as well.  If you go on to the field during break times, you will 
see lots of games happening.  The ages of the children within many of those games are varied.  Often this is 
because of buddy classes and the friendships that are built between children of different ages.  We hope/expect that 
all children look after and support each other irrespective of age.  Headstart (our transition programme) ensures that 
children know the physical school and new 5 year olds to our school are very well supported by their teachers to 
ensure they feel safe and comfortable.  However, for most they see the playground as a time for new adventures 
and so they are out and about making new friends and experiencing all that CTS offers.  Therefore, long story short, 
we position children in classes so they meet a variety of people irrespective of age. 

 
Buddy Day to Rabbit Island This FRIDAY 19 FEB 
This Friday, the whole school will be travelling to Rabbit Island for our annual school bonding day.  We will be travelling by 
bus and leaving as close to 9am as possible.  Please ensure your child is not late that day and has the following; 

• Togs 
• Towel 
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• A huge lunch 
• A huge drink 
• Sun screen applied before coming to school (we’ll put more on during the day) 
• A hat 

 
Clifton Terrace School Triathlon 
On Friday 26 February, we are holding our annual Clifton Terrace School Triathlon. All children will be taking part in the 
event. (NB Year 1 and 2 children will not be cycling). The purpose of this event is to have fun, promote fitness and a sense 
of community within the school. 
 
We have arranged suitable distances for different year groups, and children who are not confident swimmers will be able to 
‘walk’ the swim from the shallow end of the pool. We will have a course set up on the field for the run and bike aspect of the 
race. Below are the distances the children will run, bike or swim. 
Course 
Year 6   Run x4  Bike x3  Swim x3 Lengths 
Year 5   Run x4  Bike x3  Swim x3 Lengths 
Year 4   Run x3  Bike x2  Swim x3 Lengths 
Year 3   Run x2  Bike x2  Swim x4 Widths 
Years 1 & 2  Run x1    ----------  Swim x2 Widths 
Below is the order that the children will race. 

• Year 6 
• Year 5 
• Year 4 
• Year 1 
• Year 2 
• Year 3 

All children (except Yrs 1 & 2) will need to bring a bike to school for this event. There will be a brake and helmet check by 
classroom teachers on the morning of the event, so please make sure that your child’s brakes are working and that their 
helmet fits properly. If you allow another child to use your child’s bike please let the classroom teacher know in writing.  
All parents / Caregivers are most welcome to come and watch. There will be space for you to sit with your children by the 
shade area on the field. 
Please direct any questions to classroom teachers, or to wendya@cliftontce.school.nz  
Thankyou for your support and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Sanitarium Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon New Zealand 
 

• Nelson TRYathlon 
• Tahunanui Reserve, Nelson 
• Sunday 14 March 2021 

Come and represent Clifton Terrace School. The kids get a shirt, breakfast, a chance to win prizes, a medal for completing 
and that 'buzz' that comes with achieving.  
The kids love this event 
THIS YEAR THERE IS AN OPTION FOR 6YR OLDS! 
Designed especially for 6 year olds, the ‘Splash & Dash’, consists of a 50m swim and a 1500m run. To enter or for more 
information visit our website. Be quick as spaces are strictly limited.  
For more information check out our website, or follow us on Facebook. 
If you would like to get in touch please email tryathlon@sanitarium.co.nz or phone 0800 9338 249. Call centre hours are 
Monday - Thursday 9am - 5pm & Friday 9am - 1pm. 
Enter the TRYathlon here: http://bit.ly/SWKT1920 
*T&C's Apply https://tryathlon.co.nz/event-policies/ 
 
COVID – 19 Reminders 
Just a reminder to ask your child to use good etiquette when it comes to sneezing and coughing.  Also a reminder to wash 
hands and use sanitiser. 
If your child is showing signs of illness, please keep them home.   
I also ask that all parents use the Covid Tracer App here at school or if you’re not keen to use this, please sign in at the 
office. 
And if things change, I will be in touch. 
 
Absences (Just a Reminder) 
It is really important for the safety of your child that when he or she is away that we are told.  Please let Vick in the office 
know as soon as possible.  PLEASE ALSO STATE THE REASON FOR THE ABSENCE.  We use a system to ensure we 
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have the most efficient way of ensuring all children are accounted for and to do this we ask that Vick be advised (rather than 
the child’s teacher) by one of the following ways: 

• Text (027 516 3989) 
• Email (office@cliftontce.school.nz) 
• Note 
• Phone (5450532) 

Children must report to the office if they are late. 
 
Student Phones at School 
Just a reminder that children are not to have phones at school.  However, should 
they need to have one for after school use, it must be kept in the office during the day.  
Thanks. 
 
‘Books Are A Uniquely Portable Magic.’  
In this time when it is difficult to travel round the globe a book is the ultimate passport 
to a different place. Not only can you find yourself in a totally different location and life 
but you can also travel in time back into the past and into alternate realities. I 
encourage you to adventure with your children through books. The library is open 
before school and after school for you to pop in with your children and choose books 
together.  We are fortunate at CTS to have a well-stocked library with over 8,000 
books and can set up a family library account so you can get more books to share at 
home. Sarah is the best librarian ever and she is always happy to help choose your 
family’s next great read.  
 
Who Fills My Heart? 
And to leave you on a feel good finish, Room 9 have been looking at people who “Fill 
Their Heart”; 

Alex is an awesome friend to have.  She is a crafting master.  If she has pipe cleaners she can make anything 
she wants.  (Madelyn) 
 
My dad is awesome.  He always encourages me to do jumps on my bike and skis.  He loves to play with me and 
he loves to tickle me. I love him.  (James) 
 
My mum is really special to me because every time I get hurt she rushes over to help me.  (Mack) 
 
Bowser is a very cute dog.  I’m grateful for him because he is always there to play with when I need someone to 
play with.  (Eastin) 
 
My koro is kind and nice.  He washes my clothes and cleans my room.  (Taitama) 
 
Ken is a very fluffy bunny and when I am sad he will hop up to me in his cage and puts his little paws up on the 
cage.  (Lola) 
 
Dad fills my heart because he gives me hugs and tells me football drills so I can get better.  (Tomo) 
 
My mum because she is a good cook. (Rune) 
 
I love my mum so much because she makes all my dinners.  She cares about me and she lets me go to 
sleepovers and to the movie theatre.  (Elsa) 
 
Leona is a cute sister.  She gives me cuddles.  (Alex) 
 
I love my dog because she always makes me laugh when I am feeling sad. (Dulcie) 

 
Have a great fortnight.  Remember the door is ‘nearly’ always open for a chat!  
 

 

Totally absorbed and transported to 
another world with a great  book... 
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Uniform	Sales	
Any	surplus	uniforms	that	parents	wish	to	donate	to	
the	school	can	be	dropped	at	the	office	for	H&S	to	
sell	for	fundraising.			Second hand uniforms @ 

www.cliftontce.school.nz 
	

Absences	from	School	
You	can	advise	school	of	absences	by	e-mail:	

office@cliftontce.school.nz	or	text:		027	516	3989	
(TEXTS	ONLY)	Phone	545	0532	(Leave	a	
message)	or	use	your	School	Stream	App.	

	

Parent / Teacher Conversation Notice Wednesday 17 March 
Regarding Whether Children are Staying at School or Returning 

Home at 1.00pm 
 
_________________________________ in Room ____ will be staying at 
school / going home on the afternoon of Wednesday 17 March.  
 
NB:  Buses will run as normal after school if children are staying for the afternoon. 

Please return this note prior to Friday 12 March. 

Want to learn self-defence and 
become more confident? 

Do AIKIDO a Japanese Martial Art. 
We have children’s classes from 8yrs -
16yrs Wed & Fri 5pm – 6pm 
Check out our 
facebook,  www.aikidonelson.nz or call 
Callum 0210694211 

Nelson	Rugby	Football	Club	Junior	Rugby	
Registration	

This	will	be	held	March	6th	at	the	Nelson	RFC	
Clubrooms	from	9.00am	till	Midday.	All	those	
wishing	to	play	this	year	are	invited	to	attend	and	
register	for	upcoming	season.	Apparel	for	
upcoming	season	will	be	available	to	purchase	.	
Come	and	play	rugby	for	NZ’s	oldest	club.	
All	inquiries	to	Quentin	Harwood	JAB	Captain		027	
302	3508	

   

Scholastic Book Orders 

At school orders close 19th Feb 
Online orders close 25th Feb  

There are spare catalogues in the library or office 

Scholastic books are a great way to add books to your home 
library and to support the school library. Be sure to check out the 

$3 books.   
You can order online or drop your order into the office 

(https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx),  
 

Email: library@cliftontce.school.nz 

You can also pay for your order by eftpos at the office  



Clifton	Terrace	School	Phone:	5450532		Web	address:	www.cliftontce.school.nz	
	

 



Clifton	Terrace	School	Phone:	5450532		Web	address:	www.cliftontce.school.nz	
	  

Clifton Terrace School 
	

For Bookings and Enquiries -  

Shoot Coordinator – Victoria Sharp Phone 545 0532 at school office 

Email – office@cliftontce.school.nz 

We	have	arranged	to	take	your	10x13”	(253x330mm)	colour	Family	Portrait	normally	valued	at	$79.00	for	
only	$20.00.	This	is	Great	Value!!	Other	Photos	are	also	available.	Family,	friends,	neighbours,	relatives	all	
welcome,	even	the	family	dog	may	like	to	join.		
		

The	 venue	 is	 at	 Clifton	 Terrace	 School.	 	 You	 will	 receive	 your	 appointment	 time	 when	 you	 pay	 your	
$20.00.	It	 is			important	to	keep	to	the	appointment	time	to	ensure	minimal	delay.	An	adult	member	of	
the	family	or	group	must	be	in	the	photo.	Viewing	and	collection	of	your	portrait	will	be	approximately	
10days	later.	

Please	note	-	customers	must	view	their	own	portraits	or	offer	is	void,	no	refund	will	be	made	if	you	fail	to	keep	appointment.	

		

	

	

Mother’s Day  
PHOTOSHOOT 

NZ Family Portraits 
Photoshoot 

Friday Evening 
	9th	April	

DATE:	9th	April	

		

Please	register	by	returning	this	voucher	with	$20.00	ASAP	to	the	shoot	coordinator.	
Name_____________________________________________										Address_________________________________________	

		

Phone_____________________			Mobile________________________		Email________________________________________	


