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For Your Diary 
 

Term 3 2019 
  
 Tues 30 July  Chess Tournament 
     CTS Board of Trustees Meeting (5.30 pm Staffroom) 
  
 Mon 5 Aug  Room 12 Visit to Whenua Iti 
 Tues 6 Aug  Room 9 Visit to Whenua Iti 
 Thurs 8 Aug  Room 14 Visit to Whenua Iti 
 Fri 9 Aug  Assembly Hosted by Room 4 
 Mon 12 Aug  Room 15 Visit to Whenua Iti 
 Tues 13 Aug  Tackle 7s Tournament 
 Wed 14 Aug  School Photos 
 Thurs 15 Aug  Tackle 7s (Postponement Day) 
 Fri 16 Aug  Band Quest 
 Wed 21 Aug  CTS Scitech Expo 
 Fri 23 Aug  Assembly hosted by Room 15 
 Wed 28 Aug   Year 6 Children visit to Nelson Intermediate 
 
 Fri 6 Sep  Assembly hosted by Room 10 
 Mon 9 Sep   Winter Sports Tournament (Senior School) 
  Wed 11 Sep  Winter Sports Tournament (Postponement Day) 
 Tues 17 Sep  Tackle 7s Rugby Finals 
     Rock Da House Rehearsal 
  Wed 18 Sep  CTS Rock Da House Performance Evening 
 Thurs 19 Sep  Tackle 7s Rugby Final (Postponement) 
 Fri 20 Sep  Assembly hosted by Room 2 
 Mon 23 – Thurs 26 Sep Book Week On The Terrace 
 Mon 23 Sep  Senior School Ski Trip 
 Tues 24 Sep  Cawthron Scitech Expo 
 Wed 25 Sep  Open Classrooms 
 Thurs 26 Sep  Speech Finals 
 Fri 27 Sep  Last Day of Term 3. 
  

 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Nau mai, haere mai ki te kura o Clifton Terrace.  Welcome back to Week 1 of Term 3 on The Terrace.   
 
They say that a change is as good as a rest.  Having just returned after having a sabbatical for Term 2 I now have to whole 
heartedly agree.  The time I have had away from school has been so productive and beneficial.  I would like to thank the 
Clifton Terrace School Board of Trustees for allowing me to do this and to James Hebberd who did such a fantastic job in 
my absence. 
My sabbatical was broken into two pieces.  The first half was for rejuvenation and the second was to complete some study 
related to education.  Rejuvenation was important for me.  I have told people that I started school at the age of 5 and have 
been there ever since.  45 years in education seems like a long time.  My old mum was a maths teacher also, so essentially 
I’ve been involved in education all my life.  So it was great to stop and do something completely different for a while. 
One thing that Jo (my lovely wife) and I did was travel to Ko Samui in Thailand.  For someone who has lived in Nelson for a 
majority of my life, it was an opportunity to experience and be immersed in another culture.  We loved this time away and 
particularly enjoyed the continual warmth of not only the physical environment but the beautiful people.   
Upon getting back to Nelson though there were some realisations for both Jo and I.  The first is that both places are 
amazing.  The second is that it is very easy to take what is in front of you for granted.  Approximately 65,000 people live on 
the island of Samui.  This is approximately the same population as Nelson/Richmond combined (excluding Stoke).  What I 
appreciate even more than I did before though is the infrastructure that we have.  Roading, curbing, effective sewerage 
systems, rubbish collection, recycling, forward planning etc. are those things that sometimes we grizzle about here.  And to 
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be fair, we should continue to ‘grizzle’ in order to maintain high expectations in these areas.  It is obvious that things have 
changed very fast in Samui.  In fact it wasn’t until the 1970s that a roadway was built to enable people to travel by vehicle 
from one side of the island to the other.  But it is the speed of the change that has caused many of their issues I suspect. 
Samui is the victim of its own success.  It survives on the tourist trade and with tourism comes many issues.  The existence 
of plastic everywhere was sad.  Those pictures that you see of rubbish littered beaches on documentaries was a reality and 
it disappointed me to realise I was actually part of the problem as I drank my bottled water! 
Upon arriving home, I drove home around the port past the beach and saw how idyllic it is and clean it did make me think 
about infrastructure and how important it is that we continue to do the right things here to ensure we maintain or improve 

what it is that we have on our doorstep.  We are fortunate to live here and to 
have water that we can drink from a tap, roading that generally works, sewerage 
that is treated, etc. but we need to ensure that we don’t lower our expectations 
because once it has gone it will be very hard to get it back. 
 
 
One of the other things that I found interesting was that every man and his dog 
owned a motor scooter.  I have never seen so many scooters!  I have also never 
seen so many people (and a dog) on one 
scooter!!! 
 
 
 
I did smile as I walked into a 
supermarket in Thailand and the first 
thing I saw were these (look closely at 
where they are from!).  Little old Nelson 
having an impact in the northern 
hemisphere! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
And not wanting to harp on about infrastructure but I 
more fully appreciate our electrical and internet cabling!  
The picture doesn’t really do it justice! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second part of my sabbatical involved some study.  I have looked into Play Based Learning some more and will add 
my report into next week’s newsletter. 
 
Recent Budget Announcement Re Parent Donations 
Whilst away on leave, the government announced as one of its budget initiatives that schools were to be promised an 
additional $150 per student if they removed the parent donation.  This would have been a wonderful decision.  It would 
have meant approximately $45000 of increased funding for our school which would have been incredibly useful to support 
teaching and learning.  Unfortunately, in the fine print it stated that this wonderful addition to school funding is only 
available to Decile 1 – 7.  Clifton Terrace is a Decile 9 and therefore we miss out on this funding.  Is this fair when we have a 
group like Home and School working their butts off to raise money for the school so that we can exist?  Is it fair that you as 
a parent pay a Parent Donation because of where you live as opposed to someone else who gets it for free down the road?  
I don’t think it’s fair.  The decile system is arbitrary with both the Government and Education Review Office saying it is 
inaccurate and out dated, yet it is being used to disadvantage Clifton Terrace’s funding.  The problem with the decile 
system is that it assumes higher decile schools like CTS do not have any disadvantaged families.     
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CTS was unable to make a submission on the law change introduced with the Budget due to it being rushed through. We 
want to register our concern with a petition. 
Please help us rectify this funding unfairness by signing a petition. You can sign 
the form at school in the office. We want to secure as many signatures as possible 
from parents, teachers and school supporters (signatories need to be over 18 
years old and be either New Zealand residents or citizens).   Thanks. 
 
Congratulations Addy 
Addyson Nees attended the NZ Artistic Roller Skating Championships during the 
holidays.  They were held in New Plymouth.  Addyson skated very well and is 
ranked 5th in her age group for Figures, 10th for Free Skating and 4th for Dance 
Skating.   
We are all very proud of Addy!! 
 
New School Fence 
You will have noticed our new school fence. The fence will eventually encircle the 
whole school property. Please be patient as we complete this project as there is 
still a lot to do.   
 
Assemblies 
Teaching and learning time is precious and as a staff we constantly look for ways we can better use the time we have with 
kids in front of us.  As a staff we have discussed our fortnightly assemblies and although these are always fun, they have 
started to become too long meaning that quality time is lost and children become fidgety!  We have decided to reduce the 
length of these.  The assembly will begin at 9.15 and be 30 minutes in length.   
Of course, we love seeing you at our assemblies, so please feel free to come along and have a sing and celebrate what 
your child has been learning. 
 
Titanic Goes Down Well With Students! 
At the end of last term you will be aware that Murray 
Burt retired after 37 years here at CTS.  Murray gifted 
a wonderful model of the Titanic that he built which 
can be seen in the library.  Sarah our wonderful 
librarian said, “It’s been great seeing the children 
enjoy it and hearing their discussions about the 
Titanic.  
Thanks Murray and happy retirement. 
 
Remember the door is ‘nearly’ always open for a 
chat!  
 
Have a great week. 
 
Nga mihi 
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  Cre8 Drama Classes 

Be creative, have fun, gain confidence. 
Classes for 6 to 10 year olds 3pm till 4pm older and 
younger children create a play. 4pm till 4.45pm just 
older students to create their own play. 
Performance last week of term. 
Call/text Nikkie 0273468892 
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Want to learn self-defence and 
become more confident? 
Do AIKIDO a Japanese Martial Art. 
We have children’s classes from 5yrs 
- 7yrs Wed & Fri 4pm – 4:45pm, 
8yrs -16yrs Wed & Fri 5pm – 6pm 
Check out our 
facebook, www.aikidonelson.nz or call 
Callum 021 0694211 
	

 

	
	
	

Uniform	Sales	
Any	surplus	uniforms	that	parents	
wish	to	donate	to	the	school	can	be	
dropped	at	the	office	for	H&S	to	
sell	for	fundraising.			Second hand 

uniforms @ 
www.cliftontce.school.nz 

	
Absences	from	School	

You	can	advise	school	of	absences	
by	e-mail:	

office@cliftontce.school.nz	or	
text:		027	516	3989	(TEXTS	

ONLY)	Phone	545	0532	(Leave	a	
message)	or	use	your	School	

Stream	App.	
	


