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Expanding Horizons 
 

For Your Diary 
  
 Fri 3 Aug  Room 9 To Host Assembly 
 Mon 6 Aug  Spud Monday 
 Tues 7 Aug  Netball Competition (Saxtons Field) 
 Thurs 9 Aug  Netball Competition (Saxtons Field) (Postponement) 
 Fri 10 Aug  Room 15 To Host Assembly 
 Mon 13 Aug  School Photos  
 Tues 14 Aug  Tackle 7s Tournament 
 Wed 15 Aug  Possible Industrial Action.  If this takes 

    place, the school will be closed all day. 
 Thurs 16 Aug  Tackle 7s Tournament (Postponement)  
 Tuesday 21 Aug  Hockey Tournament (Year 3 and 4) 
 Thurs 23 Aug  Hockey Tournament (Year 5 and 6) 
 Fri 24 Aug  Room 4 To Host Assembly 
 Fri 31 Aug  Mufti Day for Daffodil Day Fundraiser (Gold Coin) 
       
 Thurs 6 Sep  Tackle 7s Finals Tournament 
     El Gregoe Show 
 Fri 7 Sep  Room 14 To Host Assembly 
 Mon 10 – Fri 14 Sep Life Education 
 Mon 17 – Fri 21 Sep Scholastic Book Fair 
 Wed 19 Sep  Open Night (Children to Demonstrate Their  

               Learning to Parents) 
     Interschool Ski Competition 
 Thurs 20 Sep  Book Day 
     Interschool Ski Competition (Postponement) 
 Fri 21 Sep  Room 7 To Host Assembly 
 Thurs 27 Sep  Interschool Speech Competition 
  Fri 28 Sep  Final Day Term 3! (Normal Finish Time) 

 
 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Welcome to Week 2 on The Terrace.  Last weekend, I saw signs of Spring.  I love Spring!  I know it’s still a month away 
officially but one can always hope that it comes early! 
 
Kua tae te wā - It's time! 
Currently the primary teachers union (NZEI) is in negotiations with the government over pay and conditions. The original 
offer from the government was rejected because it failed to address key issues facing the profession.  
Due to the above there is possible strike action - Wednesday 15th August  
Therefore the school will be closed unless an aggreement is reached prior to Wednesday 15 Aug. This will mean a 
cessation of work starting at 7:00am on Wednesday 15 August, 2018 and ending at 7:00pm on Wednesday 15 August 
2018. 
 
NZ Primary Teachers are striking because... 
 
• teacher shortages mean classes of over 40 within 5 yrs! 
• children with additional needs deserve more assistance. 
• children need more 1:1 time with their teacher for assessment. 
• relievers are few, so classes have to join together sometimes. 
• teachers need more time to plan and prepare resources. 

 

1 Aug 2018 
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Teachers feel that it is important for parents and school communities to be aware of all the issues if strike action 
becomes a reality because underfunding in education is having an impact on everyone. Teachers want to improve the 
quality of public education in New Zealand. 
If you wish to read more about our claims - https://campaigns.nzei.org.nz/time/first-offer-ptca-ppca/ 
If an agreement is reached then the planned strike action for Wednesday 15 August will be averted.  
 
Rob’s View of Kua Tae Te Wā 
I am not the right person to be asking about unions because if I am to be honest I don’t really like the way they work as 
there is an element of people being held to ransom.  However, sometimes you have to make a stand in the best interests 
of those things you believe in.   
I have now been teaching since 1990.  During those 28 years I have seen many things in education come and go.  One 
thing I haven’t seen go are children whose needs need to be met.  The needs of children in schools are complex.  There 
are of course the social issues which our children need to come to grips with, family issues, monetary issues, learning 
difficulties, cultural anxieties etc etc.  Our school is no different than any other school in that we deal with everything that 
comes through our door everyday.  It’s not an easy job.  However, it is a great job and a job that I can honestly say my 
staff and I love. 
But here’s the problem.  It is getting harder and harder to meet the needs of our children for a vast number of reasons.  
The fact that our Home and School Committee have to run quiz nights to ensure that our children get the best education 
we can give them is quite honestly wrong. 
Relievers in some areas of NZ are so few that they are struggling to meet the needs of children.  Teachers are not being 
trained in the numbers required.  It was not that long ago that if a job was advertised in Nelson there would be a large 
number of suitable applicants.  Toward the end of 2017, a local school advertised for a deputy principal and got 2 
applicants neither of which were acceptable for the position.  Nelson is one of the “go to places” in the country for 
teaching.  If Nelson schools can’t attract good staff other places will be struggling terribly.  Ten years ago CTS had 3 jobs 
advertised.  We received over 100 applicants!   Why 10 years later are there far fewer applicants? 
Another issue for any school is catering for the many needs which schools encounter on a daily basis.  The complexity of 
these issues often need to be overcome before good learning can take place.  We need smaller classes, we need 
support staff to help in all classes, we need funding for quality resources.  Every year when I go to do the budget there is 
a lot of scrimping and scraping to ensure we can make ends meet.  Our auditor made a comment at the end of 2017 that 
made my blood boil.  He stated, ““… it will be imperative for the Board to continue to hold or reduce Board-funded wages.  
It also needs to grow the level of fundraising revenue”.   
I had 2 fairly large issues with these comments; 

1. The reason we have increased board-funded wages is because we have children in our school who need 
teacher aide support.  To not employ these people would be to ignore the needs that we have in the school 
leading to underachievement not only for identified children, but also other children as teacher time becomes 
stretched.  Board-funded wages are critical to ensuring that our children get the support they need and so that 
school can run efficiently and effectively. 

2. The expectation that schools provide extra funding from fundraising, goes against the philosophy of free 
education in NZ.  Fundraising in general ‘sucks’ money from our own community – a community that financially 
cannot keep propping up education! 

So in summing up, none of us at CTS want to strike but we will, if not a little reluctantly, lose a days pay in the hope that 
things change for the profession we work in.  I’m hopeful that the work we do prior to and on 15 August is enough to 
begin enabling change to occur so that our children can further expand their horizons! 
 
 
This is Wonderful “Beans Talk!”  Nice Work Max.   
 

Top of the Beanstalk 
 
In the Medieval Times there was a story about Jack and the 
Beanstalk.  Well this is a story about some other magic beans 
and a different little boy who tried to be like his hero but he 
dies while trying. 
 
A young boy called Mike, a peasant, lives with his Grandad. 
One sunny day he goes into town to get some money for his 
Grandad.  He was going to sell his horse. 
 
He started walking down the path.  When he was in town he 
was confronted by a gong farmer who  wanted his horse. 
 
Mike said, ”How much would you be willing to pay for it?” 
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The gong farmer said, ”Five magic beans.  They fell out of the king’s pocket. “ 
 
Mike was suspicious but he sold the horse anyway for the five magic beans and started running back home. 
 
But on the way, Mike tripped up on a fallen branch and all the magic beans fell into a puddle.  Suddenly the ground 
started to shake and a huge beanstalk rose from the ground,  Mike decided to climb the beanstalk like his hero Jack.  
 
It had been about five weeks since Mike had started to climb this huge beanstalk.  He had survived on beans and pods.  
Finally, he made it to the top of the beanstalk only to be confronted by a giant.  The giant kicked the beanstalk and Mike 
went flying. 
 
On the way down Mike thought, “Why did I climb this stupid beanstalk??……..prrr stupid beanstalk”. And SPLAT! 

The end 
 
 
Congratulations Honor 
Honor had some success at the Top of the South gym 
competition  in the holidays.  She won third place on 
uneven bars and beam.  With three team mates they won 
the gold medal for the top combined score for Step 2.  
 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations Addy 
During the July School holidays, Addy competed in the 
National Artistic Championships in Whanganui.  She won a 
very large trophy for youngest competitor and a shared one 
for best dressed team.  
 
 
 

 
Holiday Success  
As mentioned in a previous newsletter 6 boys went down to Christchurch 
in the holidays to represent their football clubs in a huge tournament and 
both teams came away with medals around their necks. In the 11th grade 
Hatch and Charlies teams were awarded third place and Kurt, Fletcher, 
Yuto and Jayden played their way into the final - and finished 2nd with a 
silver medal.  Well done kids! 
 
CTS Quiz Night 
Home and School have organised what promises to be a very exciting 
Quiz Night!  Get a team together and register.  It’ll be a great night.  See 
you there! 
 
Have a great week.  Remember the door is ‘nearly’ always open for a 
chat! 
 

 
 

QUIZ NIGHT
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2018 WINTER JUNIOR PROGRAMME (AUGUST/SEPTEMBER) will start on 
THURSDAY AUGUST 9th!!!	

REGISTRATIONS OPEN!  Please follow the link 
below:  https://eventdesq.sportstg.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=main&EventDesqID=28

800&OrgID=20885	
 	

For	any	extra	information	please	contact	Nelson	Hockey	Association		Ph:03-5479988	or	
Tamara	Dudley	(NHA	Regional	Development	Manager)	rdm@nelsonhockey.org.nz	

We'll	see	you	again	at	the	Turf	this	upcoming	Thursday	August	9th	!!! � � �	
 

 
	
 	
 
	
 
 
               
 

    

Scholastic Book Orders 

Please place orders by  
Thursday 9th August 

There are spare catalogues in the library or office 

The new scholastic book club brochure is out now.  
This is the only brochure that will go out this term. There are some 
fantastic books in this issue, including The World’s Worst Children 
3 and some great boxed sets. Be sure to check out the $2 books.   

 
You can order online or drop your order into the office 

(https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx),  
 

Email: library@cliftontce.school.nz 

You can now pay for your order by eftpos at the office  

YIKES	is	open	on	Wednesday	15	
August	for	child	care	if	required	on	
the	day	of	the	strike.	
Contact	them	on	
yikesnelson@gmail.com	
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Uniform	Sales	

Any	surplus	uniforms	that	parents	wish	to	donate	to	the	school	can	be	dropped	at	the	office	for	H&S	
to	sell	for	fundraising.			Second hand uniforms @ www.cliftontce.school.nz 

	
Absences	from	School	

You	can	advise	school	of	absences	by	e-mail:	office@cliftontce.school.nz	or	text:		027	516	3989	
(TEXTS	ONLY)	Phone	545	0532	(Leave	a	message	


